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Classes in learning communities can use student-centered activities to make connections 
between classes and across disciplines.  Small classes can serve as opportunities for all 
sorts of active learning that is difficult to manage in larger classes.  Learning 
communities offer the opportunity for faculty to collaborate when teaching, 
coordinating activities and/content in meaningful ways. 
 
We operate from foundational beliefs/philosophies sometimes referred to as 
“transactional” or “constructivist.” These beliefs lead to certain shared assumptions that 
guide our pedagogies: 
 

• All students are capable of learning and bring with them a set of knowledge and 
experiences that must be respected and valued. 

• Students, especially millennial students, learn better in an active, collaborative 
environment 

• Teachers are facilitators of student learning 
• Students learn in different ways and have different strengths; therefore, learning 

should be structured in a variety of ways so as to engage different students 
• Activities should be meaningful, well-developed, and scaffolded 
• Writing and discussing reinforce listening and reading 
• Reflection on learning helps the development of metacognition 
• Learning should be both formatively and summatively assessed 

 
 


