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Dean, School of Education

Dr. Ricardo Rodriguez 
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A TEXAS-SIZED HISTORY

ACADEMIC REGALIA AND SYMBOLS

Originally called Polytechnic College — which literally 
means "many arts and sciences" — the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, founded Texas Wesleyan University in 
1890. The school held its first classes in September 1891, 
with 111 students.

In 1902, H.A. Boaz assumed the presidency and led the 
university’s first period of substantive growth. During 
his tenure, new residence halls, a fine arts conservatory, 
a science hall and a gym were built. Enrollment increased 
each year at the new university, which was located 
a few miles from the growing city of Fort Worth.

When Dallas was selected by the church leaders 
as the site for Southern Methodist University, the 
Polytechnic campus was designated the Woman’s 
College for Southern Methodism, eventually 
becoming Texas Woman’s College in 1914.

During the 1920s, the tradition of robing, which 
commemorates the relationship between faculty and students through a 
ceremonial vesting of cap and gown, became a university tradition. The 
tradition remains to this day. And, it is an example of Texas Wesleyan’s 
dedication to a small, personal educational atmosphere. 

The college was renamed Texas Wesleyan College in 1935, and has 
remained a co-educational liberal arts institution with an increasingly 

comprehensive academic and student life program. Law 
Sone became the President of Texas Wesleyan in 1935, 
which kicked off a 33-year period of growth and expansion.

Under Sone, athletics thrived, with dominant teams in 
golf and basketball; new facilities were built on campus, 
including a new library and residence halls; and new 
academic programs in business and education became 
points of pride for the university.

In addition to strong undergraduate programs, the 
university added graduate programs in education 
in the 1970s and in nurse anesthesia in the 1980s. 
Recognizing the growth in programs, Trustees 
changed the name of the institution to Texas 
Wesleyan University, effective in January 1989. The 
Graduate Programs of Nurse Anesthesia has grown 
into the largest in the nation, delivering courses to 
students throughout the United States.

President Frederick G. Slabach became president of the university in 
2011. During his tenure, the university has launched and completed 
the Rosedale Renaissance, the first major revitalization of East Fort 
Worth in several generations, enrollment has grown steadily, new online 
programs have been launched and the university football program was 
reinstated after a 75-year hiatus.

American academic regalia originated at European medieval 
universities, particularly Oxford University, about seven centuries ago. 
At that time, the teachers were clergymen, the students were 
studying to become clerics, and the cassock was their usual costume. 
The tradition has continued through the ages at colleges and universities 
in the wearing of the academic gown, hood and cap.

The cap, or mortarboard, is the same for all degrees with the 
exception of the tassel, which denotes the academic area of the degree. 
The tassel is worn on the right side of the cap until the bachelor’s degree is 
conferred, at which time it is switched to the left side.

The gown is usually black. Some institutions have designated other colors to 
be worn by their doctoral graduates. The doctor’s gown is faced with velvet 
and has three velvet bands on each sleeve. These distinguishing marks may 
be either black or in the appropriate color of the academic degree earned. The 
master’s gown has no ornamentation, is always black and is distinguished by 
the shape and length of the sleeves. The sleeves are long and shaped with a 
square-cut corner at the back and an arc-cut from the front. The gown for 
the baccalaureate graduate has long pointed sleeves.

The most colorful and significant item of the academic regalia is the 
hood. The length indicates the degree; the color of the border denotes 
the academic area of the degree; the colors of the hood lining identify the 
college or university, which granted the degree. The doctor’s hood is four 
feet long with a five-inch border. The master’s hood is three and one-half 
feet long with a three-inch border and a long, large pocket at the bottom. 
The bachelor’s hood is three-feet long with a two-inch border.

The academic colors most frequently associated with the Texas Wesleyan 
University academic community are:

 
The green and blue tassels identify members of the Alpha Chi National Honor 
Society. These graduates are at or near the top two percent of their class.

The gold cord symbolizes membership in an honor society. The purple and 
teal tassels identify members of Kappa Delta Pi, an international honor 
society in education.

The mace is a common symbol of the authority and power of a corporate 
body. Its use as such originated in medieval times in legislative bodies 
and university faculties. It is carried by the presiding officer of the 
Faculty Assembly.

The presidential medallion is a symbol of the office of the president 
of a chartered institution. It bears the seal of the college and is placed 
around the neck of the president at investiture to represent the yoke of 
responsibility for the welfare of the institution.

Arts and Letters .......................... White 
Business ............................ Light Brown 
Counseling .................................. White 
Criminal Justice ..........................Purple 
Education ............................. Light Blue 
Exercise Science ..................Sage Green 
History ......................................... White 
Language ..................................... White 
Library Science ..........................Lemon 

Mass Communication ............ Crimson 
Music .............................................. Pink 
Nurse Anesthesia ...................... Apricot 
Paralegal Studies.........................Purple 
Science ........................... Golden Yellow 
Sociology .....................................Citron 
Theatre .........................................Brown 
Theology ......................................Scarlet
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CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES

Dimitria Valtrice Campbell
Quanda McIntosh Collins
Lisa Washington Hammonds

Mbuyi Elodie Mwamba
Pamela Nunley
Loretta L. Rhodes-Sanders

Keisha Nicole White
Donna Cabrini Williams

DOCTOR OF NURSE ANESTHESIA PRACTICE
Katie Ann Anderson
José L. Bonilla García
Danielle Renee' Brown
Crystal Nicole Campbell
Kimberly Gossett
Sonya Nichole Davis
Kimberly DiSano Delano
Richelle Ramirez Demotica
Keith B. Denison
Gloria Diab

Catherine D. Dobres
Heather Lynn Dohr
Sonia Delicia Estes
Kelly Sue Garity
Scott Kaul
Emily Leiter
Missy Elaine Mims Kirkman
Chikako Okai
Garyn Danel Pearson
Tony Anthony Reed

Catherine Bennett Rhea
Peter A. Shellabarger
Samantha Smith
Camille Williams St. Julian
Emily M. Stone
Gilbert Losbañes Verar

Richard Scott Gornto
Vernesa Perry
Megan Renee Pickens

Maja Popovic
Kenya Jacobie Dequane Robinson
Lisa Mary Saunders

Kimberley Benson Toynes

SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

DOCTOR OF PHIlOSOPHy IN MARRIAgE AND FAMIly THERAPy

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Kennedie Akinwande
Manuel Alejandro Centeno
Kenda Charon
Anna Elizabeth Chianese
Greg Chuks
Bryce Randy Cook II
Vincent Ray Copeland
Elise Michelle Cruz
Cheikh Bamba Diop
Symone Chantel Dudley
Rachel Christine Byrd Forman
Kelsey Marie Fulton

William A. Gerhart
Kristen M. Ghizzoni
Debra S. Gopffarth
Sonsurrae Elana Johnston
Nina Marie Kahn
Hang Thi Le
Michelle Lee
Giovanni Celeste Lopez
Jaime Jean Lowery
Christopher L. Lyons-Sembera
Ryan James Machos
Christy L. Pinkston

Abhishek Pradhan
Emily Margaret Prud'homme
Darby Jordan Pugh
Jazmin Ramirez
Sara Riley
Kiara Rodriguez
Luis Joseph Raleigh Rosales
Albert Martin Sanchez
Markitta Shannel Stafford
Debbie Taylor
Alina Poulette Trueba
Daniel Scott Wilson

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S DEGREES

Nicholas Robert Munce Carlos Paz Joseph Sumpter

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHINg

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Maeghan E. Bries
Yao Chen
Lindsay Shane Franks
DeSha K. Green
Nici Buchanan Harper

Amanda Michelle Hubbard
Anthony Irvin
Donovan Matthew Isom
Christina D'ann Johnson
Erika Lujan

Crystal Diana Madrigal
Stephanie R. Holman
María Luisa Valdés García
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MARRIAgE & FAMIly THERAPy
Nicolette Marie-Jeanine Aguon
Catherine Hall
Antonia Hernandez

Heather Keggins Lewis
Ryan Kent Lloyd
Hannah Grace Schepps

Sharon Scott
Thalia Cathleen KeAloha Tonche
Rit Tran

CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S DEGREES

Taylor Kristin Bradford
Megan Diann Chandler
Amanda Marie Daniel
Samantha Renae Flores
Devin Xavier Foster

Taylor K. Jackson
Jianeka Elise Joseph
Rachael Anna Weiss Mitchell
Mia Simone Nickerson
Jolyn Katherine Louise Pritchett

Brock Christian Ramirez
Jodi Renae Ripley
Candice Leigh Jones Ronemus
William Joseph Van Horn II

SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

MASTER OF ARTS IN PROFESSIONAl COUNSElINg

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SCHOOl COUNSElINg
Dehia Anne Terihay

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

Myrna G. Camacho

SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

BACHElOR OF APPlIED ARTS AND SCIENCES

Alondra Acosta Ibarra
Jennifer Alfaro
Leopoldo Rizo Angel

Alyssa C. Brown
Samantha Ortiz Flores
Ana Gabriela Rodriguez Rascon

Morgan Romero
Karen Saldivar

BACHElOR OF ARTS

Sabrina Marie Alegria
Tristen Tyler Brown

Brianna Elizabeth Hunter
Jasmine A. Mesre

Malik Brandon Offor

BACHElOR OF FINE ARTS

Rachell L. Aguilar
Ana Aleksandric
David Bernard Allen
Tanner E. Amaral
David Israel Amaya
Eathan Anderson
Gordon J.W. Armbruster
Bonnie Avelar
Jonathan Avila
Edward Alexander Ayala
Adreanna M. Balcorta
Antionne L. Ball
Jassical F. Bartley-Easter
Amy Julia Marie Beverly Battles
Thomas James Bell IV
Michael Edward Bishop
Natasha Blount
Braxton Brown
Joshua Brown
Lexi Burns
Yonatzin Cardoso-Carmona

Cassandra I. Carrizales
David Lee Cason
Zoe Corinne Chance
Qian Chen
Christy McCarty Commander
Rylee Katheryne Cox
Taylor Leigh Date
Nicholas Todd Davis
Miranda Lynn Day
Matthew Ryan Delaney
Bailey Dozier
Octavia Angel'la Edwards
Emilia Rosaura Egel
Adrian Enrriques
Nelson Josael Flores
Jessica Flores
Karen Garcia
Brittney Garrett-Huerta
Reynaldo Garza-Juarez
Karen M. Guevara
Jennifer Anne Harrison

Frank Raul Hernandez
Oscar Isaac Hernandez
Rebecca Darbi Hill
Taylor Hill
Stacie Michelle Hill
Elyssa Kerry Martinez Morgan
Alyssa K. Hutchinson
J Gerardo Ipina
Beatrice Gillette Key
Ryan William Kropski
Davit Earl Lambert, Jr.
Colton D. Lawson
Kennetha Wanese Lewis
Xavier G. Long
Madison Renee Lopez
Samuel Carl Lorenzen
Kaitlyn Abigail Mendoza
Elijah Meyer
Lakindra S. Mitchell
Michelle Monrreal
Thomas T. Moore

BACHElOR OF SCIENCE
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CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

Karlee Nguyen
William Parker Hardy Osteen
Daniela Padilla Ruvalcaba
Alexis Palma
Brenda Pargas
Suvaik Patel
Sabrina Anne Perez
Austin Powell
Jaymin Mukeshbhai Prajapati
Jennifer Prater
Jordan Anthony Purnell
Vijaysingh Purohit

Marissa Elena Quintanilla
C. Michael Ray
Jenna Rhoades
Kassandra Leigh Rivera
Amanda L. Roach
Sylvester Rodriguez
Emma J. Rodriguez
Taylor Leann Ross
Darnerick L. Scott
Kirby Donavan Seibel
Alberto Isaac Solis Vizcarra
Nicki Jo Sommers

Belinda S. Thomas
Ingrid Denai Thomas
Jose Angel Trejo
Kirsten A. Trudo
Katherine Vernon
Cesar Vidana Jr.
Trenton Wayne Williams
Diamond Rhmel Williams
Cynthia R. Wilson
Latrice Wright Ballard
Nadine Yasin
Jiazhen Yu

BACHElOR OF SCIENCE, CONT'D

Fahad Mesfer Rashed Alrasheed
Emily Nicole Barkell
Kathryn D. Benites
Robert O. Boettger
Tobi Haunani Bonifacio
Savannah Dawn Brixey
Jacob Brown
Gabriela Mata Castro
Lukundo Chikuye
Cody Wayne Collins
Jennifer M. Cox
Senica Vianey Cruz
Kaylee Breann Davenport
Esmirna Diaz
Karen Jazmin Duarte-Escobar
Jada Simone Elzie
Melissa Lynn Escobedo

Alondra Fabela
Madalyn Alena Fee
Lisa Kay Finney
Steven Frederick
Rebecca  Behrens
Andrea Nicole Gleason
Savannah Loren Green
Shaylee Kay Griffin
Joely Henderson
Alfonso Jose Herrera Berganza
Joshua N. Hinojosa
Le Le Huynh
Gregorio Lerma
Adam Christopher Lord
Taylor Renee Johnson
Rosaria Natchimone Jaime Muenho
Sai Sanjaykumar Patel

Maria G. Pulido
Taylor Ann Ray
Jennifer Rico Landeros
Mary Rochelle
Yan Carlos Rodriguez
Josephine A. Roeper
Sukhman Sarkaria
Mark James Schreiner
Catherine M. Smith
Stuart Robles Tennyson
Haley Nicole Thomas
Amanda Jolene Toombs
Tanner R. Trapp
Brooks R. Wallace
Leo Joseph Williams IV
Minlun Zhong
Christina Maria Zwart

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTR ATION

BACHElOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

BACHElOR OF ARTS
Cristina Barrientos
Jacqueline García-Medrano
Jacqueline Guevara-Morán

Ana Gabriela Lopez
Jacquelynn Guadalupe Olalde
Lissette Sarai Pozos

Bianca E. Serrato
Agustin Tiliano
Nubia Joceline Verdin

Hannah Allen Newton
Madison Rene Barnes
Jordan Brightwell
Diana Alejandra Cruz
Margaret Elizabeth Davis

Rosalia Enedina De La Cruz
Jerell Ellis
Ericka DeLane Friend
Amy Yvette Hurtado
Maddison Jones

Skye Corinne Parnell
Brianna Nicole Sitton
Katelynn Nicole Teufel
Isabel Ybarra

BACHElOR OF SCIENCE

KayLee Bernadette Baker
Hayden T. Brock

Damon L. Decarrillo
Raquel Velasco Marinelarena

BACHElOR OF SCIENCE IN ATHlETIC TRAININg
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Jennifer Anne Harrison Stacie Michelle Hill

HONORS IN SOCIOlOgy

Daniela Padilla Ruvalcaba
Jacquelynn Guadalupe Olalde
Amanda L. Roach
Nicholas Todd Davis
Stacie Michelle Hill
Joshua Brown

Emilia Rosaura Egel
Taylor Hill
Gabriela Mata Castro
Lukundo Chikuye
Melissa Lynn Escobedo
Taylor Ann Ray

Sukhman Sarkaria
Catherine M. Smith
Stuart Robles Tennyson
Agustin Tiliano
Madison Rene Barnes
Brianna Nicole Sitton

SUMMA CUM lAUDE

Jacqueline Guevara-Morán
Bailey Dozier
Jennifer Anne Harrison
Tristen Tyler Brown
Ana Aleksandric
Thomas James Bell IV
Miranda Lynn Day
Rebecca Darbi Hill
Jordan Anthony Purnell

Jenna Rhoades
Alberto Isaac Solis Vizcarra
Kirsten A. Trudo
Katherine Vernon
Cody Wayne Collins
Jada Simone Elzie
Shaylee Kay Griffin
Joshua N. Hinojosa
Le Le Huynh

Taylor Renee Johnson
Amanda Jolene Toombs
Brooks R. Wallace
Ericka DeLane Friend
Amy Yvette Hurtado
Maddison Jones
Skye Corinne Parnell
Katelynn Nicole Teufel

MAgNA CUM lAUDE

Malik Brandon Offor
Gordon J.W. Armbruster
Jonathan Avila
Natasha Blount
Christy McCarty Commander
Colton D. Lawson
Madison Renee Lopez
Jaymin Mukeshbhai Prajapati
Jennifer Prater
Vijaysingh Purohit

Kirby Donavan Seibel
Ingrid Denai Thomas
Raquel Velasco Marinelarena
Nadine Yasin
Karen Jazmin Duarte-Escobar
Madalyn Alena Fee
Maria G. Pulido
Mark James Schreiner
Christina Maria Zwart
Jacqueline García-Medrano

Ana Gabriela Lopez
Bianca E. Serrato
Rosalia Enedina De La Cruz
Hayden T. Brock
Raquel Velasco Marinelarena
Alyssa K. Hutchinson
Jennifer Alfaro
David Israel Amaya

CUM lAUDE

HONORS

Alyssa K. Hutchinson Nicholas Todd Davis

UNIVERSITy HONORS

Diana Alejandra Cruz
Jacqueline Guevara-Morán

Daniela Padilla Ruvalcaba
Jacquelynn Guadalupe Olalde

HONORS IN EDUCATION

Bailey Dozier

HONORS IN HISTORy

Amanda L. Roach

HONORS IN MASS COMMUNICATION

David Lee Cason
Jessica Flores

Jennifer Alfaro
David Israel Amaya

Nicholas Todd Davis

HONORS IN POlITICAl SCIENCE
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Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Happy is the one who finds wisdom
And the one who gets understanding.

For the gain from it is better than gain from silver,
And its profit better than gold.

Wisdom is more precious than jewels,
And nothing you desire can compare with it.

Long life is in wisdom’s right hand,
And in its left hand are riches and honor.

The ways of wisdom are ways of pleasantness,
And all its paths are peace.

Wisdom is a tree of life to those who lay hold of it;
Those who hold fast to wisdom are called happy.

The Lord by wisdom founded the earth,
And the Lord by understanding established the heavens.

LITANY – “PREPARING FOR THE LIGHT”
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Dr. Cary Adkinson  
Associate Professor of Criminal Justice

Dr. Bonnie Albritton 
Assistant Professor of Accounting

Dr. Elsa M. Anderson 
Assistant Professor of Education

Dr. Paul N. Austin 
Professor of Nurse Anesthesia

Joe Brown 
Professor of Theatre Arts & Communication

Dr. Stacia D. Campbell 
Associate Professor of English

Valerie Carrington 
Marketing & Communications Specialist

Dr. Kay Colley 
Associate Professor of Mass Communication

Dr. Steven Daniell 
Associate Provost, Academic Affairs

Jacy George 
Director of Digital Marketing & Strategy

Cynthia Gonzales 
Administrative Assistant to the Dean, School of Education

Dr. Matthew Hand  
Associate Professor of Psychology

Dr. Tommy Nichols 
Associate Professor of Management

Shannon Lamberson 
Associate Vice President, Marketing & Communications

Amy Orcutt 
Marketing and CRM Director

Caitlyn Pavey 
Technical Records Coordinator, Student Records

Dr. Chad Pevateaux 
Assistant Professor of Religion

Karen A. Potter 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts

Neph Rivera 
Communications & Public Relations Manager

Sherry L. Sandles 
Executive Assistant to the President

Dr. Paul Sikes 
Associate Professor of Music

Paula Tran 
Senior Graphic Designer & Brand Manager

Dr. Kimberly J. Webb 
Associate Professor of Accounting

Dr. Michael Weir 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry

SPECIAL THANKS TO

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amber Tejeda 
................................................................................................... Director of Academic Operations 

PRODUCER/EDITOR & VIDEOGRAPHER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Braidon Clemence 
University Videographer 

PRODUCER/PRODUCTION DESIGNER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Monge 
Creative Services Manager

VIDEO PRODUCTION CREDITS
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